SITE NUMBER

! A EGION
( \"’EPA POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE IDENTIFICATION E(f)

NOTE: The initial identification of a potential site or incident should not be interpreted as a finding of illegal
activity or confirmation that an actual health or environmental threat exists. All identified sites will

be assessed under the EPA’s Hazardous Waste Site Enforcement and Response System to determine if
a hazardous waste problem actually exists.

A. SITE HAME

SarATFER  EQUip, Co.

B. STREET (or other identifier)

CLCITY D. STATE E. ZIP CODE F. COUNTY NAME
MiINDEN \VIAY,
G. OWNER/OPERATOR (if known)
L HAME

2. TELEPHONE NUMUBER

H. TYPE OF OWNERSHIP (11 known)

(1. FEDERAL [J2 state  [Ja county  [Ja MuNICIPAL lﬁ's. FRIVATE i_l6. UNKNOWN

l. SITE DESCRIPTION

4. HOW IDENTIFIED (i.e., citizen’s complaints, OSHA cltations, etc.) K. DATE IDENTIFIED

EPA- REL T -~ € MERGENCY REMOYAL SECTIDN  WISTING 2/ 1ovang
E

-« SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL OR KNOWN PROBL

160 TRANGPORMERS /60 CAPACITORS - SAMPLING RBSUCTS 5 pow HisH PeB

LENELY N QoI

M. PREPARER INFORMATION
1. NAME

Yense A S‘b’y LEMEZ

2. TELEPHONE NUMBER 3. DA TE (mo,, day, & yr.)

(2.5) 597- 9800 12 / 10/ %Y

EPA Form 2070=8 (5=80)



V/ S Ad Py f.'( 6" '///f
o POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE L IDENTIFICATION
- =PA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT A Y e
PART 1 - SITE INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENT T VIR
. SITE NAME AND LOCATION
01 SITE NAME {Loga! common. or cwscrtvs rama of sea] 02 STREET, ROUTE NO., OR SPECIFIC LOCATION IDENTIFIER
BN ey

Shaffer Equipment Company WV Route 17 o EINAL
03 CITY 04 STATE{05 ZIP CODE |08 COUNTY 07 COUNTY]08 CONG

Minden ; Wy Fayette 8T§ T
08 COORDINATES | ATITUDE LONGITUDE

o / i o ’ sl
22057 35" | = 0_7_&5’_

10 DIRECTIONS TO SITE (Sianang trom nearss: puotc med)

From US 19N take the Main Street exit in Oak Hill, turn right, then make an immediate

left onto old Minden Road (Route 17), Go to bottom of hill, turn right on dirt road
just before first house,

Il. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES

01 OWNER i knawny 02 STREET 1Busmess mesng resicenta

Anna Shaffer *
03 CiTY 04 STATE[ 05 ZIP CODE 08 TELEPHONE NUMBER

Minden ( |
07 OPERATOR (1 known and awle-en’ lrom owner; 08 STREET i1Busness maang resentu;
VT 10 STATE [11 2IP CODE 12 TELEPHONE NUMBER

( ]
13 TYPE OF OWNERSHIP iChecs one:
XA PRIVATE [ B FEDERAL: o C
T L C.STATE  TD.COUNTY [ E.MUNICIAL
O F, OTHER 0 G UNKNOWN
iSpecedy
14 OWMER/OPERATOR NOTIFIC ATION Oty FILE [Chacs oF (ra: appiy,
C A RCRA3001 DATERECEIVED ____ r . T B UNCONTROLLED WASTE SITE cencia to3e: DATERECEIVED ¢+ X7 C.NONE
MONTH DAY YEAR MONTH DAY TEAR
IV. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD
01 ON SITE INSPECTION BY (Checa s thar sppry)
¥ ves  Date N O A.EPA C B. EPA CONTRACTOR F C.STATE ' D. OTHER CONTRACTOR
0 NO MONTH DAY YEAR 0 E. LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIAL I F. OTHER
(Specay)
CONTRACTOR NAME(S):

02 SITE STATUS (Checs omaj 03 YEARS OF OPERATION

B A ACTIVE . O B.INACTIVE [ C. UNKNOWN 1970 l Present O UNKNOWN

BE GitaMiniG, YE AR ENDNG YE AR

04 DESCRIPTION OF SUBSTANCES POSSIBLY PRESENT, KNOWN, OR ALLEGED

Polychlorinated biphenyls

05 DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND'OR POPULATION

Direct contact hazard posed by severely contaminated soils and leaking transformers
and capacitors,

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT

01 PRIOAITY FOR INSPECTION [Checs one F g o | checked Port 2 - Wasts and Pari 3 [k of C 5 2na b
XA HIGH O B MEDIUM DO C.Low O D. NONE
INape< BN reQuired prormpi iy | (nEpecion requered] (apwec! on time svelatie haas) 1o Rurthe! scion neeted Compleis CLmbnt SmOGBEIOn bare/

VL. INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM
01 CONTACT 02 OF [agwncy/ Drpanuanon) 03 TELEPHOME NUMBER

| _Pamela D, Hayes WV DNR - SW/HW/GW Branch 504 ! 348-5935
04 PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSESSMENT 05 AGENCY qagmutm 07 TELEPHONE NUMBER 08 DATE

P S [
Pamela D, Hayes WV DNR Resources ' 304 348-5035] st

FORM 2070-12 (7-81)

7 Berwind Land Development Co,
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SUBJECT:

FROM:
TO:

Il

IT1.

IL1Y.

Iv.

VEs

VII.

' )
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 'P/G‘;

REGION (11

841 Chestnut Buiiding

Philadelphia. Pennsyivania 19107

Request Assistance from FIT Office

Bob Panebianco, Envirommental Scientist

Site Investigation Section (3HW23)

Butch Byer, FIT Region Project Officer

Site Investigation Section (3HW23)

SITE NAME: SHAFFER EQuiprenT Co

(Wl-24p

LOCATION: /1A DEN, i

DSN

WORK ASSIGNMENT:

Preliminary Assess+ent
“_:Ef' ite Inspection

Hazard Ranking Systen

Toxicology Assessment
—____ Enforcement Support

/High (%) Medium

EXPLANATION OF TASK (* To include justification for

/»«fw,btzw%.

T

—

ow

Recon

Re-Sampling/Full Field Investigation

Peer Review Correctlons/F

Other

v.

(See VI below) °

PREFERRED DEADLINE:

Date:

inalize

—

.-,

high priority):

2 JTo

e



URIGING I
(Rad)

POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

L IDENTIFICATION

B
Y PA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT O STATE [02 SITE NUMBER
VE PART 2- WASTE INFORMATION W 33&2233 00

Il. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS

01 PHYSICAL STATES. (Chech f fhar aoory) 02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE 03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS (Chech 2 ar aoprys
[Measres of waste ouanites -
5 A souD (7 E, SLURAY Mt e moecencent) Xavouc - L E. SOLUBLE L | HIGHLY VOUATILE
Z B POWDER, FINES X F. LQUID - TONS L B. CORROSIVE 'L F.INFECTIOUS = J EXPLOSIVE
G ¢ Siuboe G Gas '3 C RADIOACTIVE | G FLAMMABLE L K REACTIVE
CUBIC YARDS 1. D PERSISTENT 11 HOIGNITABLE i L INCOMPATIBLE
- i
L D OTHER i M NOT APPLICABLE
1SoecHy) NOOFDRUMS __
lil. WASTE TYPE
CATEGORY SUBSTANCE NAME 01 GROSS AMOUNT {02 UNIT OF MEASURE| 03 COMMENTS
SLU SLUDGE
oLw OILY WASTE 4000 cu, yds, Contaminated goil
soL SOLVENTS
PSD PESTICIDES
occ OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS
10C INORGANIC CHEMICALS o
ACD ACIDS
BAS BASES
MES HEAVY METALS
IV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES /see Apoandix for mast frequenty caed CA'S Mumoers)
01 CATEGORY 02 SUBSTANCE NAME 03 CAS NUMBER 04 STORAGE. DISPOSAL METHOD 05 CONCENTRATION | 98 MEASURE OF
PCB 0D 260,000 PPM
v- F EEDSTOCKS Sew Appende 'or CAS Numosrs)
CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER
FDS FDS
FDS FDS
FDS FDS
FDS FDS

Y1. SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cre soecrn roterencas ® 0 Slate 598 34Ol analyse reports |

"

Sample analysis and files - W, V, Division of Water Resources

Solid and Hazardous Waste/Ground Water Branch

1201 Greenbrier Street
Charleston, WV 25311

EPAFORM 207012 (7.

an
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CRIGINAL

{Red)
& POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE = DENTHIC ATION
wEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT S R
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS WV —04R -
. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS '
01 {J A. GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION . 02 [ OBSERVED (DATE ) XXPoTENTIAL O ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED. 0 g 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Population 1s on public water. supply from the Arbuckle PSD, A clay layer under the
site fs apparently halting downward migration of PCB/s,

01 B SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 02X0 OBSERVED (DATE 9=5-84  POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED —_ . 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Levels as high as 190ppm exist in stream sediment of Arbuckle Creek,

01 X C CONTAMINATION OF AIR 6575 02 _. OBSERVED (DATE ) X POTENTIAL 2. ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 02=/D g% NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Potential for inhalatien of PCB contaminated dust,

01 I D FIRE‘EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 02 © OBSERVED (DATE ) L' POTENTIAL — ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED ————— 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
01 X E DIRECT CONTACT 02 .. OBSERVED (DATE e ] X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED __.65__';@___ 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Site 1s unfenced and easlily accegsed, 65«75 people live within 400-500 feet of site,
Documented cages of vandalism to tranaformers and capacitors have occurred, There
is a basketball court within 100 feet, Nearest residence isg within 200 feet, :

01X F CONTAMINATION OF SOIL OZ{XOBSERVED (DATE Qu5m84
03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

2l POTENTIAL Z ALLEGED

capacitors,

01 X G DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 02 _ OBSERVED (DATE ___
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED _2000 o4 naRRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Water line once ran through site, but was relocated during site cleanup, Town of
Minden on public water supply which is unaffected,

soszzmn) X POTENTIAL _ ALLEGED

013) H. WORKER EXPOSURE/INJURY 02 C OBSERVED (DATE
03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Past workers have complained of rash from direct contact with oil,

) O POTENTIAL & ALLEGED

01 X) 1. POPULATION EXPOSUREANJURY 02 OBSERVED(OATE _________, 0 POTENTIAL 0 ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED __65-75 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Direct contact hazard eon gite (see E~direct contact above) and migrating offsite at
significant levels into Arbuckle Creek which runs directly through the town of Minden,
Levels detected of L50ppm in residences backyards,

EPA FORM 2070.12(7-81)
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ORIGINAL

{Red)
e POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE L DENTIFICATION >~
WEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT i
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS ?22300
I HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS (Contruen
01 K J. DAMAGE TO FLORA 02 [ OBSERVED (DATE: Qm5m8/ ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Stressed vegitation present on site,

01 O K. DAMAGE TO FAUNA ' 02 O OBSERVED (DATE: } O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
04 NMTNE DESCWTION finciuche nameis] of tpecas)

01 T L CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 02 . OBSERVED (DATE: ) O POTENTIAL — ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

01 X M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 02 § OBSERVED (DATE _9=5-84 C POTENTIAL Z ALLEGED

15088 N Slanang Mumts. Weekeg drums
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLYAFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Leaking transformers and capacitors on site, Standing water has oil sheen,

01 C X DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY 02 Z OBSERVED (DATE ) [ POTENTIAL = ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRiFTION

01 - O CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS. STORM DRAINS. WWTPs 02 = OBSERVED (DATE. ) C POTENTIAL = ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

01 I P ILLEGAL'UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 02 ~ OBSERVED (DATE ) T POTENTIAL . ALLEGED

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTIAL. OR ALLEGED HAZARDS

Il TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 65-75

I¥. COMMENTS

Site currently undergoing emergency removal,

V. SOURCES OF INFORM‘.TION (CA® 1oechc raferences. 8 ¢ Niale (I sample analyss reponts)

Files = WV Division of Water Resources
Solid and Hazardous Waste/Ground Water Branch

1201 Greenbrier Street
<o —Charlesteon—Wil—2531]

| BEEAR T
EPAFORM 2070 12(7-87)
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ORIGINAL
NARRATIVE SUMMAR Y (Red)

SHAFFER EQUIPMENT CO,

General Information

A preliminary assessment performed in accordance with the National Contingency
Plan has identified an immediate and significant risk of harm from a direct contact
threat posed by the presence of severely contaminated soils and leaking transformers
and capacitors containing polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's) located on this site,

The Shaffer Equipment Company site is located on West Virginia Route 17 in
Minden, West Virginia, Minden is a small coal town located in Fayette County with
approximately 2000 residents, There are an estimated 65-75 people who live within
1/8 mile of the site, The Shaffer Equipment Company is an operating firm that builds
electrical substations for the local coal mining industry, Many of their units
incorporate various sizes of transformers, capacitors, switches and other voltage
regulation/distribution devices, The company has operated since 1970, Past practices
involved the storage of unneeded, damaged or outdated transformers and capacitors
on the one acre site, Leakage from these units and associated storage practices
appears to be responsible for the severe PCB contamination problem that presently
exists on site,

The site is approximately one acre in size and contains a single building
which 1s both a workshop/warehouse and office, The site is relatively flat and
slopes toward the west, Arbuckle Creek is located down gradient and to the west
and has been shown to contain PCB's in the gsediment, (19 ppm)

PCB's have been shown to be migrating from the site to Arbuckle Creek, Levels
as high as 190ppm have been shown to exist in stream sediments, A water sample
collected downstream indicates that there are PCB's in the water column, however,
laboratory analytical problems resulted in an artificially high reported value of
4ppm, probably due to the presence of suspended solids in the sample,

Hazardous Substances Involved

PCB has been found in soils and sediment on site, Levels as high as 27% have
been found in heavily stained soils, It is estimated that approximately 1000 cubiec
yards of soil has been contaminated with PCB in excess of 50ppm, In addition,
there are an estimated 150 transformers, 60 capacitors and 75 drums on site, Labels
were found which indicate that some transformers and capacitors are filled with
PCB fluids,

Threat to Human Health

It is estimated that between 65-75 people live within 400-500 feet from this
site, The principle threat to human health appears to be from direct contact,
The site is unfenced and is easily accessed, There are documented cases of
vandalism on site involving transformers and capacitors by local youths, The
nearest residence is less than 200 feet from the site and there 18 a basketball
court located within 100 feet, The sampling program initiated during the
preliminary assessment phase indicates that PCB's are migrating off site, PCB has
been found in the sediment of Arbuckle Creek as high as 194ppm and was also detected
in a stream water sample at 4ppm, Arbuckle Creek flows directly through the town
of Minden and eventually into the New River,
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ORIGINAL

?,a?ﬁﬂ'l
Summary of Overall Threat 7,

Soils severely contaminated with PCB and unsecured PCB filled transformers
and capacitors present a direct contact threat to nearby residents, Unsecured
access and the close proximity of the residents makes this a likely possibility,
PCB's have been ghown to be migrating off site at significant levels into a

nearby stream (Arbuckle Creek) which runs directly through the town of Minden,
West Virginia, - :

The site is currently undergoing emergency removal, Contaminated soils
have been stored on gite awalting onsite treatment, The site is bermed and an
underdrain 1is in place to halt offsite migration of PCB's, Cleanup is currently
inactive awaiting a break in the winter weather,
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RIL

NI TATES ENVIRONMENTAL PR '
UNITED STATES ROREGI'EOJ:I OTECTION AGENCY on\s‘m

841 Chestnut Building t e
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 :

SUBJECT: Revised Draft HRS of Shaffer DATE: 3.1
Equipment Company " GEP 08 18

¢

FROM: Mindi Snoparsky, Geologist m

Site Support Section (3HW26)

TO: Ken Kryszczun, Chief
Bob Panebianco, SIO
Site Investigation Section (3HW23)

Previous written comments (July 14, 1987), and phone conversations
with FIT identified problem areas in the groundwater section of this
HRS. Detailed information concerning groundwater is lacking primarily
because a SI was not performed at the site (this was a decision made
by the previous SIO, Yener Soylemez). For this reason, Ken Kryszczun,
Bob Panebianco, and I decided that a SI should be performed and the
HRS left in draft form.

Although the HRS will be finalized in the near future, FIT's
interim draft should have addressed previous comments and noted
that some of the data gaps were to be filled in the future from data
collection performed during the SI. However, these comments were’
not addressed in this draft (specifically, the discussion regarding
depth from the ground surface to the highest seasonal level of the
water table is incorrect). Please let the FIT know of this problem
so that similar situations may be avoided in the future.



SUBJECT:

FROM:

TO:

AL

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION HlI

841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 °

Review of Shaffer Equipment HRS

ODATE: JUL ‘1 .
Mindi Snoparsky, Geologist Y&i
Site Support Section (3HW26)
Ken Kryszczun, Section Chief
Site Investigation Section (3HW23)
ORI
Bob Panebianco, SIO (RG”Ml
Site Investigation Section (3Hw23) Gd)
S

Observed Release

1. The available information indicates that PCB's were
released into the soils, not necessarily the Pennsylvanian
aquifers. Reference number 11, Soil Survey of Fayette and
Raleigh Counties, West Virginia indicates the thickness of
the Philo silt loam to be 4 feet, below surface. Thus, the
contamination found in the on-site 12 inch core (references
5 and 7) is probably indicative of soil contamination.

In addition, the depth to water of 6 inches noted in the
telecon between Robert Caren and Paul Dietrich (reference 7)
may also represent saturated soil. More information regarding
the material that the well taps is needed before presuming that
the well is completed in the Pennsylvanian aquifer (s).

2. Reference 5 indicates that the 12 inch core is saturated
with o0il, not PCB's.

3. Reference 2, p. 14 (Sampling and Measuring Plan, Shaffer
Equipment Co. Site, Minden, WV) indicates that the source
of the on-site spring is unknown. Thus, it should not be
assumed that the spring emanates from the water-table as is
indicated in the discussion.

4. Since reference 20 Water Resources of Kanawha County does
not refer to Fayette County, I would suggest only using
reference 19 Groundwater Hydrology of the Minor Tributary
Basins of the Kanawha River, West Virginia in the AOC
section.




From

Subject

Public Health Service

September 25, 1985
Acting Chief, HAB, OHA

Public Meeting on Schaffer Electric Life
Minden, West Viriginia - July 2, 1985

Stephen Margolis, Ph.D., Acting Director Xn
Office of Health Assessment

A
Dr. Roy Barren of the West Virginia State Health Department
telephoned on September 19, to obtain information about our
asgsessment of the Schaffer Electric Site in Minden, west
Virginia as related to my attendance at a public meeting in
Minden on July 2, 1985. The only written assessment in
this site is a memorandum from the Chief of the Superfund
Implementation Group on February 20, 1985 (attached),
which indicates that the site requires remedial work and
that there is off-site migration of PCB material, but "the
data so far received do not suggest that an off-site hazard
to public health exists at this time."

The Special Studies Branch nor the Health Assessment Branch
was requested to review this site. I did review the file
prior to attending the meeting and provided several
conclusions at the meeting in line with the assessment
performed by the Superfund Implementation Group. Those
conclusion were:

1. The Schaffer Electric Site constitutes a imminent
and significant public health threat based upon
having up to 21 percent PCB containing oil in the
so0il.

2. Off-site migration of PCB material in the range of
11-17 ppb?of PCB material in residence soils do not
suggest a hazard to public health.

3. Eliminating the source of the contaminated to
prevent further migration of the PCB is necessary.

4. One stated concern related to PCB potentially
causing mutation of stream bacteria, from an
upstream waste treatment plant, rendering the
bacteria more pathogenic to humans. I suggested
that this was an unlikely event.

and Discase Reqistry

Memorand

Agency tor Taxac Substances

um



Page 2 - Stephen Margolis, Ph.D.

5. The community wanted a health study, and I related
that studies of similarly exposed populations in the
U.S. had not resulted in elevated PCB blood levels
(ie. Bloomington, Indiana, Fairmont, West Virginia,
Ashtabula, Ohio).

Wl QQ -
é"‘\*ﬂ\a '{E.\““":}g \w‘,)
Jeffrey A. Lybarger, M.D.
Attachment

Y



MEMORANDUM
Date: March 30, 1989

SUBJECT: Phila. Inguirer Articloe-—

Shaffer Superfund Site 2
FROM: Jon M. Capacasa, Acting Chiégj’ n—
Super fund Branch

TO: Tom Voltaggio, Acting Director
- Hazardous Waste Management Division

Page one of today’s Philadelphia Inquirer carried an
article by Julia Klein alleging serious health hazards remaining
at the shaffer site in Minden, WVA du} to PCE contamination.

EPA was involved in a removal action at this site from December,
1984 to March, 1988.

The attached fact sheets provide several quick facts
on the removal action, how the site was left and the status of
site ranking for further remedial action under Superfund.
Additional questions on this can be handled best by Dennis
Carney, Phil Younis or Ben Myki jewycz.

_ After vyour review of thig information we should
discuss appropriate responses to the article to present the
Agency's perspective.,

Attachments

Viniski
Teller
Welsh
Carney
Kryszczun

ces

AROOE Y
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REGION III

CERCLA EMERGENCY RESPONSE/IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION

PROJECT #75

FACTS SHEET

SITE:

SIZE:
LOCATION:
APPROVAL DATE:
PROJECT DATES:

DESCRIPTION:

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL:

QUANTITIES REMOVED:

0SC:
REMOVAL CONTRACTOR:

DISPOSAL LOCATIONS:

PROJECT COST:

COMMENTS :

Shaffer Equipment

l acre

Minden, Fayette County, West Virginia
December 26, 1984

December 28, 1984 through December 20, 1987

The Shaffer Equipment Company was an operating firm that
built electrical substaticns for the local coal mining
industry. The company's past jractices involved the
storage of unneeded, damaged or outdated transformers and
capacitors. Leakage from these units and associated
storage practices appears to have been responsible for the
severe PCB contamination on site. The high concentrate of
PCB's on site and the evicence of off-site migration
necessitated an immediate removal action.

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

23 drums capacitors, 24 drums transformer fluid, 32 drums
transforumer flush, 31 transforrers, S0 drums solids, 4
drums coagulant, 9 drums PCB-contaminated liquid and 4735
tons PCB-contaminated soil. Fru./ ck-,,.«u',, /Ee ) ~ ‘E Pt

Robert E. Carun, Ph,lip C. Youris
0.H. Materials, Inc.

General Electric, Philadelphia, PA; CECOS, Model City, NY;
Chem Waste Management, Emelle, AL; SCA Chemical Services,
Chicago, IL

$3,851,872 (Estimated)

New innovative technology was instituted at this site
under Research and Development permits through TSCA.
However, the extraction proces: proved ineffective and
the PCB-contaminated soil was vltimately landfilled at
an approved facility.’

Robert E. Caron, Sr. 0SC Philip C. Younis, 0SC



2", UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION £GENCY

N s WY REGION I1|
(M § 841 Chestnut Building
s Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
SUBJFCT: FACT SHEET - Shaffer Equipnent CERCLA March 30, 1989

Removal Site, Minden, Fayette County, wWv
EPA Site ID #p8

FROM: Philip C. Younis, On-Scene Coordinator

TO: Dennis Carney, Assistant Superfund Branch Chicf

This memorandum is in response to the newspaper article published in the
Philadelphia Inquirer on March s . 1989. I have compiled the attached
information, including the Facts Sheet from the OSC Report and site photographs
to document site conditions as they existed at the completion of the EPA on-site
removal activity on December 20, 1987. Furthermore, il is important to note
that, on December 5, 1588, 1 revisited the site with Technical Assistance Team
members to gather Enforcement information and inspect on-site conditions, During
that visit, we determined that the restored site area remained in excellent
condition and that no threat to public health or the enviromment existed.

All drums generated from the Cleanup effort had been removed from the site
by February 18, 1987 and the last truckloads of contaminatad soil and debris were
transported off site for final disposal on November 11, 1987. Both drums and
soils were disposed of off site at Chem Waste Management in Pmelle, Alabama and
SCA Chemical Services in Chicago, Illinois,

In reference to today's newspaper article, I contacted WUDNR officials at
1000 hours this date (March 38, 1989), and learned tha! WVDNR officials were
unaware of the abandoned drums at that time. They advisad that an immediate :
inspection of the site would be cond sted. At 1135 hours, Sgt. Waugh of WVDNR < Uaeksn
informed me that the local inspectoné"ﬁgd just returned from the site and that “/ o .f
only two drums of non-PCB, non-flammable waste oil were found at the site. Ay
Additionally, according to WVDNR Public Information Officer Carol Herrick, public 7
concern and awareness of PCB cleanup sites in the Beckley area have created major
press interest and she believes that several recent newspaper articles contain
either pictures or library clips from pre-cleanup site activities. Therefore, /404
&

both the WVDNR and EPA can conclude that the recent picture of abandoned drums

wastes exist at the site, nor have the;” existed since the time of the EPA removal {i}n
action. /3,\/1*5{_.. %
Z‘fy,ﬂdc- e
Attachments: Facts Sheet from 0SC Report 5'\\_};"(@{ 3
Site Photographs (8) I Lo
S

5?_‘[' U & J7 h
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Pre-Remedial Status

SHAFFER EQUIFMENT COMPANY
Minden, W.V.

Site Use Summary
Company worked on electrical mining equipment
equipment contained PCBs
PCB containing fluids released to soil

1984
* WVDNR reported site to EPA. PCB contamination probably occurred
orior to TSCA requlation.

12/19/84
* EPA's Emergency Response Section began removal.
* drums sampled, oiie removed due to PCB concentra:tion greater
than 50 ppm.
* On-site extent of contamination determined, soil removed
* PCB contamination found downstream and in vards adjacent to stream
in the general range of 11-17 ppm.
* ATSDR indicated no off-site public health hazard existed-
recommended elimination of source of contanination.

9/16/86
* pa completed by State - High priority.

9/16,/86

* SI prepared from available information.

12/86
* praft HRS prepared by FIT.
* praft HRS scored greater than Z8.5.
* Internal QA questioned observed release to groundwater, GW(spring)
PCB "hit" felt to be from saturated soil.

12/2e /87
* Fmergency Response Section completed site work.
* Area homes supplied municipal water closest source is a mine shaft
@.85 miles distant.

1/13/89
* Final HRS score is 28.2.

1989
* LSI candidate.
** Mys will be drilled
* W will do LSI via CA

Prepared by: Hob Pinebianco
Date: March 31, 1939
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| Foar gips  polluted mining town

Residents blame PCBs for rampant medical woes

Doroihy Buckland, 44, who-has suf- mrlwigdomizgm?l;ﬂmwﬁﬁ-
600 residents Tound that 16 per-,

By Julia M. Klein X :
Inquirer Staff Writer fered three miscarriages. ' 'Cause.l. den’s

MINDEN, W.Va. — Some residents had a little boy that died of cuncer. cent haye cancer. Sixty-two percent. | i

i ed old _mini down here. So | never know when . of the adult women in the survey
of this polluted old coal-mining camp * have hnd m inges sﬂllbinhsg

i one of the others are gojng to get i.. 1 .
still laugh when they remember the gojng 1o ¢ B D it Dirin defocts., And; 1§

Environmental Protection Agency’s --; 1 got six left. i g ;
' oy ‘We done been contaminated with  about 31 percent of residents have &

suggestion that they build a baskel- ) ;s - P
ball court on ground once laced with the stuff. ... It's going to give us' recurreny infections. . 1. .- R
cancer-causing PCBs. - - cancer and kill us. Look at’all the -.'l‘hs,_.x'e_sponse of government to' - Ei§
ol P But their laughter gives way people down here who's got c2acer. : Mindef’s ‘problems, which residents
RN quickly to old resentments and new There's a woman right down pver’” believe sre caused by the dumping [
i fears — fears that seep out, like an the hill there that died last week and §pillage of PCB-contaminated |
ancient chemical, in stories of death with cancer, one up yonder :lying olls from old mining equipment, has
and disease. ~ with cancer on the hill.” been a qualified yawn, according to a
wSometimes it just scares me,” said A preliminary health survey of 173 " (See MINDEN on 8-A)

. --.'ﬁﬂf’-'.!“.\"‘-r:»u“—__* -
P R TR UL S iy

P "ff:f«--“-e*ﬁ-i_';g.
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Fear grips
a polluted
W. Va. town

MINDEN, from 1-A
Eroup called the Concerned Citizens
ta Save Fayelte County

The federal government they
ain't cared nothing about the poor
people,” said Elijah Buckland, 58, a
schiool custodian and Dorothy's hus-
band. “They've been letting us down
for years.”

Alleging that 2 *hree-year, $2 3 mil
lion EPA cleanup effort was Inade-
quate, the Concerned Cllizens want
the federal government to buy out
and relocate the 500 people in Min
den and neighboring Hock Lick.

“The state and county government
has ignored 1his situation for five
years becnuse they don't want their
tourist industry, their whitewaler
Iraltingl industry (on the nearby
New &lverl affected,” sald Larry
Rose, the group’s chairman “They'd
really and truly rather write M.nden
off, and that's what they've done.”

State disagrees

State tourism officials deny any
such conspiracy

“This office would not do anyihing
derogatory to any community.” said
Charles Spears. acting commissioner
of the West Virginia Depariment of
Commerce. "We're here to bulld up
the state, not tear it down. "

Officials at the West Virginin De-
partment of Health say soil and wa-
ter samples taken from Minden :ince
the cleanup are insufficiently con-
taminated to indicate & health risk,
And Ann Cardinal, an EPA spokes
woman, sald that the agency Is <1l
reviewing, the situation in Mioden to
see |f furthe: sction 1s warrante!

But one politician who has trivd to
help Minden, where the average -
nual per capita income hovers
around $4.000, concedes that its pov-
erty and isolation have not helped i's
cause

“It's terrible the things that 1 hear
that are happening there” said stat:
Sen. Hobert K. Holliday, s Democrat
whn recently sponsored a resolution
to study Minden's health problems
and the cost of relocating its resi
dents, whom he represents.

“IU's hard 10 say that other people
are "not‘tohcerned abour indigent
people. but [ don't belleve they are "

L]

Minden hides in the hollows of the
West Virginta hills, clusters of nestly
kept homes slternating with dark,
abandoned shacks and lawns littered
with shattered glaw

Here, behind a muddy landscape
pocked by scrap metal, bits of pipe
and rusting barrei=. sits the Shafler
Equipment Co.. which is said to have
dumped large quantities of polychlo-
rinated biphenyls (PCBa) in the area
before the chemicals were consid-
ered a health hazard

A family of stable organic cheml-
cals, PCHs were once commonly used
a3 [lquid insuiators in electrical

qulp In 1977. b of in-
creasing links found between PCH
exposure and such health problems
as cancer and birth defects, the EPA
banned their use in all but “totally
encloged systems”

In front of the Shaffer plant s the
site cleaned up by the EPA between
1984 and 1967 at the request of the
state Department of MNatural Re
sources. From here, the EPA carted
away 4.500 tons of PCBcontaminated
dirt to a landfill In Alabama, accord-
1ng to EPA spokeswoman Cardinal

* Minden must wait

That sction was done “1o |mmed)-
ately abale an Immediaie health
risk,” Cardinal said, which was
caused by the accessibility of the site
1o the public, It may take until next
year to determine whether Minden
will be pleced on a national priorty
Hst for further cleanup, ste said, in
part becauss the EPA 15 10 the proc
exs of changing our sorin, srstem -

While Minden waits, it 1atic tu the
state o coatinue o moaior” the
sutuation. Cerdinel said

But Carcl Hernek, & spokeswoman
for the state Deparimeal of Newaral
Roswcar wr sant \het Mindan = 1y
EF: v s iy

Spwcsl 1w The e

RICHARD | RANSEF

Resident Lucian Randal with chemical drums on the grounds outside the Shaffer plant.

tpol the icebery, and we (hink there
are much more problers down the
road for these people,” 2e said
Sald Haddy: “1 don't deny st all tha
they're probably baving aealth prob
lems. What | can't confitn for them
is that their health problems are
related to that PCB site
Meanwhile, West Virgiuia's “difn
cult financial situation  makes an
Immediate buyoul uniikely, said

stute Delegate John Hatc
crat who 1epresents Fay.

and js sponsoring

wiat estimate placed the cost
ng 250 Mindeo-aree fam-

st A1 mulilon. And ardinal of
il that buyouts have been

t “only

conlaminated aress m Love
Capal, N.Y, and Times Hesch, Mo,
Wailtlng for some so.ution has

Taxed the patience

a3 Sue Workman, s receprionlst and
vice chairvoman of the Concerned

Cltizens

“1 alwayy belleved ihet it was a
government for the people, of |he
people and all that,

thing went wrong,

tte County
& buyom bill

rarely for such

of residents such

The Phitecaiphis inquirer

government and they would take
care af i1,” sald Workman, 30.

“And what I've learned in the four
years that ['ve bean involved with
this is, it's not true st all Unless you
and LEat If some-  have money,” she said, “the govern-
you weal to your  ment Jon't care about you.”

Dorathy Buckland
CIts gotng to. kil us”

A
-

Meai vhile, the people of Minden
are wristling daily with an invisible
and urojuantiliabli danger.

Fueling thelr-fors sre converss-
ttons » ith former Shalfer employees,
who sz) ihat the EPA removed only
wccidentsl spillag: of PCBa and
missed the less acowssible main
dump iite entirely

"l wniched therr dump it om the.
grount — | mean. urdreds of thou-
sands « gallons,” Cworge D. Bergess
Jr., et rmer elecirical tschnbsian for
Shaffer. told & C ncerned Cltiaens
meelic j, earlier 13 ool

“You''e siting oo a time bomb,
whetho: vou know it or not. My ad-
vice 10 rou | do % 1l you can Lo get
out.”

Test: find no peril

Lore 1a Haddy, o spidemiologin
with te state Heirlth Department's
Office of Epldem|nlogy and Health
Promo:ion, said that soll and water
samples did not i dicate dangerous
tevels of PCB conti mination n Mio-
den. “1l1ere was ¢ [dence tha: there
was s ine immigiswion olf-#site,
but the off#ite sani ples were not st a
level ¢f concern,” she said.

But I.r. Hassan * mjsd, a local he
matola.ist and on ‘ologist, said the
numbe: of patient: ne has had with
allergi«y, skin cnicers and other

forms of cancer imom the Minden
ares w5 sbnormal v high His suspi-
cins nspired b 1o corduct the
prebiis 1ary healt  study with Van-
dechbilt Univers y'u Center for

Healtl Services,

The «dats {rom hat saivey sug-
pested he nevd fooa nove complete
TR 1D Frraliul frudy

et sl
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CONCERNED CITIZ

ENS TO SAVE
P. Q. Box 75 - Minden, WV 258

79 - (304) 469-6247

Chair, Larry Rose

Vice-Chair, Susan Workman

Second Vice.Chaip, Editk Dtm:ey

Third Vice-Chair. Lucian Randajy

Secrataries Larry Chandler & Marjorie Zasiawniak
Trearurer John David

Technical Advisor Pay McGhee

EPA (Region [
3HW23

841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, PA 19107
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Dear Mr. Bob Panapeanko,

Around eight months ago you
[inquired as

and | discus
to the ranking (HRS - Scoring, Priority List) of Minden for remedial cleanup,

-
g :
DAL /g
sed the Minden, West Virginia Superfung site and

During our conversation you stated that a New scoring system would be in operation by April

of 1989 and that ar the
under consideratjon for remedial cleanup
into Minden Mines. This water supply li
60% of the water supply for the entire Oak

Our group and the residen
designated for remedial acti

present Minden had not

contaminate in and around the immedi

because of the ground

es directly

Hill-Plateau ares.

s are very concerned tha the Minden site was not
on after the 4,800 cybic ard

site at Sumpter County Alabamg, PCB's (and PCDl;s) abound th

pany dumped an  burs

been ranked, Also, you stated that Minden
water su

under the Shaffer

was
pply that was deep feedin g
ulpment site and provides

immediately

WEre transported 10 the M -L.

roughout the
weraiaRas. of cullons of the

s of PCB's

emplo ve pointed out'as g: “]}i dump a ;!&;l G d*“’;p

compRcied Loal shale and "Red Dog” pedted around 200 yardy from pmakcleanup sidigiy”
remains and has nog 3,?' dgﬁsﬂl “mﬂﬂmnpfoymm oteg halt this Koar 0 0 il
main dumping area which teceived thousands of gallons.of PCS'sy: B Caron, who Was gt g™~ ©

tme the on-site coordinator.
that shale and Red Dog is not a sufficient
appeal procedures,

Long-term remedial cleanup is vital to the

Yours truly,

Larry Rose

CC: Freedom of Information Request
Senator John D, Rockefeller
Congressman Staggers
Governor Gaston Caperton

EPA knew
secure. This is not an adequate response for no core samples were taken
barrier to contain thousands of gallong
We are requesting an immediate fesponse to this request, justificati

of the second dump site, bu felr that it was

and the community feels
's

health and safety of the Minden residents.
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Concernad Citizens to Save
Fayette County

p.0. Box 68
Scarbro, West Virginia 23917
July 10,1986

Honorable John D. Rcckefellef v
United States Senate
Waghington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Rockefeller,

We appreciate your gharing with ue the letter you received
from James geif, Region 3 Administratorl of the EPA, June 25,
1986. Wwe of the Concerned Citizens to Save Fayetts County are
also very concerned with the health and gafety of our ¢riendas and
family in Minden. That concern obligates us to point out what we
feel is piasinformation 1o Mr, 28eif'w letter. We hope that these
problens will be corrected and the Lammediately requiraed actions
to protect our community will be taken. Wa will respond to each
point in the order they were presented 1in the letter. ’

First of all, the containment gtructure no longer appears
adequate. Prior to July lst, members of our organization
observed runoff from the goil pile. The runoff ¢lowed out from
the containment area and atained the gurrounding soil. Heavy
raina, vypical of this area, foll July 1 and caused flooding of
the Arbuckle Greek and many people’s yards. After the rain
stopped, the drainage pattern of the site was more clearly marked
by @ red oily trail originating at the dump site and visible all
along the ground to the rock filter area. The rock filter areé

19 separated from Arbuckle Creek by 8 concrete wall approxtnately

run and ansm=half foot tall. Thare awe ehwas deainape  plpes
passing through the wall, From the opposite gide of the wall to
the Arbuckle Creek 18 only about ten wmore feat of drainage
channel. This ten feet was also coated with the rad subatance
and the chemical odor in the air was much stronger than usual.
We realize that red ia not 8 typical color for pCBs, but it ia
apparent that this red substance,  what ever it 18, is
contaminating Arbuckle Creek and probably our backyards.

The next points concern site gecurity. The fance erected is
only a two foot tall snow fence, The EPA polreps 3@y that there
should be a chain link fence on the site. There are Ao viaible
warning 8igns, aven the sign that marked the area as an iomediate
action cleanup site has fallen over. Signs on the 8now fence
read sioply "posted" oF nock the seriousneéss of the health
chreat, saying, "No hunting oFf g1ghing". '

Complete and proper notificatlion of the realdents
concerning the hazards agsociated with the site hes alaso Dbeen
lacking. paople living within a haelf-mile radiusg of the site 8ay
that they received mno warnings about the PCB contamination.

3



[icher  were  they {oformed of any aemergency evacuatlon
Procedures necegsary in case of an accident involving the large
quantities of methanol wused by the EPA during the attempted
" cleanup.

public meetings were held and left the residents confused
about health effectsa and ways to limit potential exposure, For
{nstance, many people's packyarda are in the floodplain of Arbuc~
kle Creek and testing has shown contamination upto 17 parts par
million (ppm). They were told at one meeting not to garden and
at another that everything wes safe. Levels as high as 190 ppu
have been found in the creek sediment and people are still eating
enapping turtles from there because 1its gaid to be safe, We are
not sure what information we'va been given {s reliable and we are
very fruatrated by the lack of clear safety informatian.

The next point sddresses the security guarde on site, The
police rarely come to Minden unleas celled; thomse 12 visites a day
de not happen. There's & small plywood building labeled "high
voltage" that vwas padlocked shdit’, ‘%or the past two veeks, that
door has been left propped closed Jith a board or hanging open.
The lock wasd simply torn off. - "

We have a number of sthar concerns., The two ponda, sumps for
collecting groundvataer, are tempting places for children to play.
But, children who played there have come down with skin rashes.

There are also over thirty berrels left on site, apparently
by the EBPA; many are clearly labeled "CAUTION PCB", They are
alse clearly Jlabeled "contaminated clothing",or Heontaminated
liner", These ageen to be the remaina of the failed cleanup
atteapt., These barrels are stored in various placea around the
gite, Some are loosely sealed making hiasing, sputtering noises,
v?tle others have been left in atanding water gurrounded by
algae. :

To this point in out rasponse, wve've just diaecussed the area
where the EPA has done preliminary containment work. Before
discussing the completlon of cleanup ar the site,what we beleive
to be the major PC8 dumping area needs to be tested, Formert

Shaffer employees report that the area cleaned up in front of the
ghaffer office building is just the product of incidental apil-
lage. The dieposal of PCBs was actually done by pouring the
contents of rransformers and capacitors ranging in size from 40
to 500 gallons directly into a hole behind the site. This hole
vas about 12 feet deep, 40 feet vide and 50 feet long and was
located at the drift mouth of the old Minden Mine, To our know=-
ledge, nO° teasting of thie area has been done, although the EPA
has been informed. So, while removal of the soil pile 1s a first
atep, complete cleanup 1s still far off, The igsue of contamina-
rion of Arbuckle Creek, peoples yards, and what we believe 18 the
major econtamination area, have not been adequately dealt with.

The last point in Mr.Seif'a letter we would 1ike to address
1a the mention of ongoing contact with citizens groups. We have



LR

had no contact with EPA personnel over the past gyo months, Our

last contact was when Larry Roas, chairperson, wag notified thae
the EPA would not being returning to fin4gn the cleanup ag
scheduled,

In suamary, it 1ia obvigys Lo us thap
differences exist betwesn what Mr.Seif g reporting to you ang
what we have experienced and dee every day, Now, over a year and
a half after this process began, ouyr concerns remain thep same,
We again request the iomediate removal ang Proper dispogal of the
contaminated aoil pile ang all other contaminated mMaterials, {,e,
the possible second wajor dump site, the Arbuckle Creek,
people’s yarde. Until these cleanups are accomplighed, vye
aaking for these minimug safety precautions to be taken:

considerable

and
are

1) that a more effective means of containment be Promptly
installed;

2) that nore Erequept, extenaive monitoring be dope
verify containmengy” %

»

to

i3

3) that we receive coﬁiea-of Qll @onitoring results;

4) that a ten foot chain link fence be frected around the
perimeter of the entire cleanup 8ite and;

5) that & clear explanation of the potential exposure and
health risks associated with the PCB contamination 4g
Minden be given to the people. To asaure an
understanding of these lsaues, we would like a written
factaheet to circulate in the community followed by a
public hearing to anaver remaining quesgtions,

We would 1like to thank you for your continued concerp and
attention to this community problaem, Please feel free to contact
any member of our group for further details or to arrange a
visit,
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Susan Workman
Vice Chairpcrson

John Dn\ri@u} V(

Trqhuurer

_ Patt; 3aldry
Seer ary
L
; Bdith Dempgey
#b 7  Exeecutive Committrea

Carb)7 59,

Paul McGheo
Technicel Advigor

Hesma A pod M

Dr., Hagsan Amjad
Medical Advigor

Z: AP

Riraeig Dow

Student anironnadtal Health
Project (STRHP)

L}

John Henry Johnaopq
STERP

Qoo MM
John Kevin Welch

Appalachian Student Health
Coalition
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cc., Senator Robert Byrd
Representative Harvey Stagers
Lee Thomas, EPA Administrator
Thomas Voltaggio, Branch Chief
Superfund Branch, Region 3
Bob Caron, On Site Coordinator
Superfund Branch, Region 3
James Seif, Regional Administrator
Region 3 EPA
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SHAFFER SITE VISIT/MEETING - APRIL 25, 1989
Senator Jay Rockefellar and Concerned Citizens of Fayette County

ACTION ITEMS and MEETING SUMMARY
L. HEALTH ASSESSMENT OF RESIDENTS

It was agreed that the best approach would be a state-
requested, ATSDR conducted Health Assessment Lo ensure the timely
initiation of a quality health survey. If the Assessment proves
cause and effect then more formal studies may be initiated by
ATSDR.

It was agreed that such a Health Assessment would be of best
value 1if not rushed to completion, had the benefit of 411
environmental data collected during the Listing Site Investigation
and had benefit of the data and protocol from the Vanderbilt univ.
health survey(estimated completion September, 1989) .

Action: The WVA Health Dept. needs to request the Health
Assessment from ATSDR and coordinate with the State funded study.
EPA should followup with the State to make sure this request
occurs. The desired timeframe for initiation is fall, 1989,

2. Listing Site Investigation

EPA shall initiate a LSI with the WVA DNR as the agent for
completion under a Cooperative agreement starting 7/1/89,

EPA should specify that this LSI start is a key priority for
the upcoming Coop. Agreement SO it starts as S500on as feasible. The
LST will assess risks in a 3-mile radius of the Shaffer site,

Special attention should be given to Citizen’s concerns for:

- the 3-mile Study area and not just Minden; there was concern
for all residents in Rocklick; Minden ang the New River area.,

- airborne contamination problems from prior burning of pcBg
and from burning of timber in the area;

- flooding conditions which have carried pcB S0ils downstream
and into people’ yard;

- consumption of game animals by hunter’s and other domestic
animal impacts;

- 4an assessment of public water supply contamination by
leakage into the mine shaft which serves as the source;

- direct contact threats from soil/dust being transported
offsite by vehicles, excavation , etc.

~ other hot spots of contamination than previously identified.

3. Water Supply Sampling

Considerable concern was voiced relating to PWS contamination
and ingestion or body contact with PCB contaminated water.

Sampling should be initiated at the PWS by either EPA, the



states or the PWS to assess the current hazard,
4. Drum Removal and Enforcement Status

19 drums remained visible on the Shaffer broperty in a diked
area and many had labels denoting drum numbers from the removal
action. They are located in a diked area outside the fence g
boundary of the Shaffer site.

EPA needs to confirm the final disposition of the drums left
on-site from the removal action and the final disposition of an
enforcement order to Mrs. Shaffer to remove these. Drum
logs/pictures should be researched to determine the contents and
intended disposition.

1f an action by Mrs. Shaffer is not forthcoming to remove such
drums, EPA should proceed under the 311 0il Spill and/or TAT
Special Projects to confirm the contents and remove the drums. The
present position of the drums will lead to continuing adverse
publicity about the Cleanup by EPA.

Phil Younis should check file records and initiate such
actions as are necessary to remove drums in consultation with
Enforcement staff.

5. Vanderbilt University Study Results

The Vanderbilt Study of Health Effects arranged by the
Concerned Citizens of Fayette County ought to be shared with ATSDR,
WVA and County Health Department officials.

This would include the protocol, apriori objectives and final
peer reviewed results. The methodology and data will prove useful
in an ATSDR conducted Health Assessment of the site and environs.

Action: The Citizens Group needs to provide the final report
and data to ATSDR and state officials.

6. Letter to Senator Rockefellar

A proactive response to the senator should be issued by the
RA based on our visit to Minden. It should confirm the first 2
actions agreed upon at the public meeting and highlight the other
actions EPA is taking to address resident’s concerns. The Senator
should also be thanked for conducting a positive meeting and
supporting our efforts to date.

Charlie K. and Jon C. will draft the response.
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REGION 111

B41Che&nutBquMg
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19107

rip Report-Shaffer Equipment Site, @@“ﬂﬁ

T

SUBJECT:Minden, West Virginia \ 9 \9&9 DATE: MAY 12 1eg
Theresa E. Bickel [ (° \N“ \ R

FROM:  office of public Affairs (3P400) 59

TO:

E. Ann Cardinal, Supervisor
Office of Public Affairs (3PAOQ)

Purgose

On May 9 and 10 I visited the Shaffer Equipment Site in Minden,
West Virginia for the purpose of meeting with community members to
discuss ongoing and future site activities. I met with representatives
of Concerned Citizens to Save Fayette County (CCSFC) on Tuesday evening and
again on Wednesday. 1 also toured the site and talked with residents
that did not attend the meetings set up by CCSFC.

Issues and Action Items

The community is very concerned about the health effects of PCBs.
Many of the citizens I talked to believe that they have, or will be affected
by the PCB contamination left onsite. This belief is due primarily to
misinformation and rumors generated by a few community members and outsiders,
such as Lois Gibbs and Paul McGhee, an optometrist from a nearby town who
serves as the technical advisor for CCSFC. Larry Rose, CCSFC leader, was not
able to attend the meetings.

l. Health Assessment of Residents

The residents are aware that a health assessment will not begin until
the LSI and Vanderbilt University health survey are complete. However,
the residents are concerned that WVA Health Department will not request
the Health Assessment from ATSDR in a timely manner.

The community also made it clear that it will not accept any health
assessment coordinated by Lorretta Haddy, WVA Department of Health epidemiologist,
Minden residents believe that Ms. Haddy does not take their health concerns
seriously and has already concluded that there is no relationship between
the PCB contamination at the Shaffer site and their health problems.
This issue needs to be resolved before the Health Assessment begins.

Action: EPA should ensure that the state requests the Health Assessment
by the Fall, 1989.

Action: EPA, ATSDR, WVA Dept. of Health officials, and CCSFC should meet

to discuss who will coordinate the Health Assessment in WVA.



2. Listing Site Inspection

In addition to items agreed to be performed by EPA and ATSDR at the meeting
with Senator Rockefeller and CCSFC, the residents would like other hot Spots
examined in the scope of the LSI, including:

~resampling 6 (six) transformers found on the "Mountain Laurel" property,
~sampling road material near Sam's Body Shop in Rocklick. Citizens
Suspect PCB-contaminated material was used as road material.

~include East Oak Hill in LSI.

~sample slate pile on Minden Ave.

Action: Bob Panebianco should include these additional hot spots in LSI
workplan with WVA.

3. Drum Removal and Site Stabalization

Residents were informed of onsite activities. CCSFC requested
sampling results when available.

Action: Phil Younis should send sampling results to Public Affairs

aS soon as results are available. I will send sampling
results to CCSFC and information repository.

4. Information Repository

No information repository has been developed for the site.

Action: Phil Younis should provide Public Affairs copies of sampling
results from the 1984-87 Removal and any other information
pertinent to the Shaffer Equipment site. This should be
done by May 30th. 1 will then develop an information repository
at the local library and send these materials to the library.

cc:  Phil Younis (3HW22)
Charlie Kleeman (3HW26)
Tom Voltaggio (3HW20)
Jon Capacasa (3WM40)
Lynn Wilder (3HW22)
Rich Kampf (3CI00)



STATE OFFICE:

{HN D. ROCKEFELLER IV 812 QuARRIER STAEET

WEST VIRGINIA Surre 200
CHARLESTON, WY 25301
347-5372
Rnited States Denate g e
Fai
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 g

SOUTHERM SATELLITE OFFICE
115 S. KAMAWHA STREET, SUITE 1
BecxLEY, WV 25801
June l; 1989 253-8704

Mr. Edwin B. Erickson

Regional Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
841 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Mr. Erickson:

As you may be aware, I have been working closely with
local residents in Minden, West Virginia for several years in
an effort to make sure that PCB contamination is promptly
eliminated from the community.

Last month, I hosted a meeting in Minden of officials
from your office, the West Virginia Health Department, the
West Virginia Department of Natural Resources, and local
residents, to discuss further clean-up efforts. We also
toured the former Shaffer Equipment site and the surrounding
area. During this tour, we found a number of barrels that had
not been removed from the site. I asked EPA officials if
those barrels posed a danger, and was told that they did not.
Now it is my understanding from a recent communication from
your office to WOAY television in Oak Hill that the barrels
are being studied for possible removal.

The residents of the Minden area and I have grown
frustrated by this mess for years, and it is time to take
action to ensure that the community is safe. I would like to
request that your office provide me with a full report on the
contents of the remaining barrels and an update on the status
of your agency's activities in Minden. I am particularly
concerned about initiating the health assessment as soon as
possible, and would ask that you let me know what actions
must be taken to begin the study.

Thank you in advance, Mr. Erickson, for your assistance
in this matter.

Sincerely, [0 ;
o
), —

Johh D. Rock&feller IV



14,

15.

16.

17

18.

19.

20,

21.

22,

234

24-

25,

Shalat SL, True LD, Fleming LE, and PE Pace. "Kidney Cancer/in
Utllity Workers Exposed to Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB&)."
British Journal of Industrial Medicine 1989; 46:823-824

Lawton RW, Ross MR, Feingold J, and JF Brown. "Effects /of PCB
Exposuxe on Biochemical and Hematological Findings iy Capacitor
WorkersN' Environmental Health Perspectives 1985; g0:165-184.

Fischbein A\ "Liver Function Tests in Workers wit) Occupational
Exposure to\Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBe): Cgmparison with Yusho
and Yu~Cheng\" Environmental Health Perspectivgs 1985; 60:145-150.

Fischbein A, wWol¥ MS, Lilis R, Thorton Jd, and XJ Selikoff. "Clinical
Findings among R B-Exposed Capacitor Manufac uring workers." Annals
of the New York 2 ademy of Sciences 1979; 3 0:703~715,

Reggiani G and R Bruppacher. "Symptoms, Sidns, and Findings in Humans
Exposed to PCBs and Yheir Derivatives." /Environmental Health
Perspectives 1985; 60%\225-232.

Kimbrough RD. "Human Health Effects of Polychlorinated Biphenyls"
(PCBs) and Polybrominated Biphenyls /(PBEs) . » Annual Review of
Pharmacology and Toxicolod 1987; t87-111,

Emmett EA, Maroni M, Schmith {, Lgvin BK, and J Jeffreys. "Studiesg
of Transformer Repair Workers posed to PCBs: I. Study Design, PCB
Concentrations, Questionaire, ahd Clinical Examination Results.®
American Journal of Industria “gdicine 1988; 13:415-427.

Fischbein A, Wolff MS, Berste J, S@likoff IJ, and T Thornton.
"Dermatological Findings iy capacitor Manufacturing Workers Exposed
to Dielectric Fluids Contgining Polyghlorinated Biphenyls (PCBa)."
Archives of Environmenta Health 1982 37(2):69-74,

Fischbein A, Rizzo JN, Sdloman 8J, and M Wolff. "Oculodermatological
FPindings in Workers with Occupational Exposure to Polychlorinated

Biphenyls (PCBs)." Byritish Journal of Indystrial Medicine 1985;
42:426-430,
Taylor JS. "“Enviropmental Chloracne: Update and\Overview." Annals of

the New Academy of Sciences 1979; 320:295—307.'

Taylor PR, Stelma/JM, and CE Lawrence. "The RelatioR of
Polychlorinated Biphenyls to Birth Weight and Gestadjonal Age in the
Offespring of pccupationally Exposed Mothers," American Journal of
Epidemioloy 1989; 129(2):395-406. ,

Jacobson JL, Jacobson SW, and HEB Humphrey. "Effects of In Ytero
Exposure t@g Polychlorinated Biphenyle and Related Contaminakts on
Cognitive nctioning in Young ¢hildren.® Journal of PediatNics
1990; 1164£38=45.,

Page @ %



TAH—1&—908a TUE 11:3? ; l"_}_ff'ﬁ :”/‘J*"F}'.‘ E . Q>
.thAhJJ. 3 Frdgg ; ib

_"-r_.,—-"J e e . j} [ f{:‘ 1<, |
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY / q&f‘fo'r
O
REGION 111 192 I Suxe
641 Chestnut Bullding L n G
Fhiladelphia, Fennsylvania 19107 ETTER. MO o
& OwT /

Honoratle John D. Rockefeller, IV ; _ )
- /J}J/ United States Senate ! <. é'__cgglhg‘?
A )ﬁ' %

Washington, D.C. 20310 e
e
Dear Senator Rockefeller,

g? I appreciate your continued commitment to the residents

\ of Minden, West VYirginia regarding the cleanup at the Shaffer

\$L 1quuipment hazardous waste site.: The residents of Minden are

)_ ///b experiencing considerable fear and frustration stemming fronm

' b various aspects of the clcanup there along with infarmation
being given to them from cutside State and Federal government
regarding possible health effects from exposure to poly-chlori-
nated biphenyl (FCH).

2 Let me take this opportunity to up date you on our continu-~
1ng plans for presaent and future action at the site resulting

} from our site visit and meeting with you, the residents of

 Minden, and representatives of Concerned Citizens to Save
Fayette County on April 23, 1989.

EFAR's 1984-1987 actions to remova the immediate direct
contact threat posed by the site consisted of the removal
of transformers, capacitors, transformer fluids, and related
equipment containing PCB as well as excavation and disposal of
47335 tons of FCB contaminated soil from the Shaffer Equipment
site. Remaining on-site at the close of our removal action were
nineteen drums of miscellaneous non-FCB waste materials for
which Mrs, Shaffer had agreed to arrange for final disposal,
Mrs. Shaffer was unable to carry out that agreement, and these
drums were still on-site at the time of our site visit an
April 25th. As a consequance during tha week of May 1-5, 1989
we have sampled and overpacked those nineteen drums, as well
as the soil beneath the drums. The water from the diked contain-
ment in which the drums ware located has also been placed in a
tank truck. All of these materials have been safely staged on-
site pending final transportation and disposal arrangaements.

TR T

Further remediation at the Shaffar Equipment sita under
the Superfund Remedial program depends on whether or not the
site ranks high enough on the Agency’'s Hazard Ranking System
(HRS). The study which will collect the data to be used to
make that determination is called a Listing Site [nvestigation
(LSD) . Weag VYirginia'm Department of Natural Resources (WVD
will be responsible for carrying out tha LSBT unﬁ,m'_;{Ta atfv
agredmeht funding from EPA beginning in late Sumii 58  The
LS! can be expected to take at least six months to complete.
The LSI will include the collection of data and environmental

JAN 16 '98 18:42 ' PAGE . @B2



JAN—-—1&—9Q i A 38 4l = 11 -4

.

JAN

gamples from an area in a three mile radius of the Shaffer
Equipment sita.

In response to the residents fears about their health,
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Diseasc Registry (ATSDR)
has agreed to conduct a health assessment or consultation
at the requast of the State Health Department. This will
result in a recport from ATSDR which will describe the
pathways for exposure, the type and likelibood of health
cffects from exposure, and will make recommendations faor
furthar action or further study 1f necessary. It 18 my under-
standing that ATSDR will not commence its study until it
receives tha results of the LSI previously described as well
as the Vanderbilt University study which is being conducted on
behalf of the Concerned Citizens to Save Fayette County. This

will ensure that the most comprehensive and up to date information

is used by ATSDR in its study.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you and the
residents of Minden. If I can be of further assistance to you

in this matter please do not hesitate to call me at 213-597-
3800,

Sincerely yours,

Edwin B. Erickson
Regional Administrator

becc: Honarable John D. Rockefeller, IV
United States Senator
Suite 200 Bi2 Quarrier Streat
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

198 18:43
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£, UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
; A REGION 11

"M" 841 Chestnut Building

Philadeiphia, Pennsylvania 13107

AGENCY

"’4{ wt"\
Mr Ponald Y. Joe; PLE,
Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry
Atlanta, GA 30323
Dezar Mr Joe

Enclosed are sample results for the Schatfer Equipment =zite
located in Wast Virginia which *he Environmenta| Frotectiaon
Agency agreed to forward to ¥aur Agency. All samples resuylts are
inzcluded except for diaxin resul s, The dioxin results will pe
forwarded to 7OUT dgency as soon as we receive them.

Presently, the sample analyses have not been through &
Quality Assurance (QA) reviaw, You wil] receive a QA package
with a toxicological evaluation in early June, 19920, The diaxin
QA package and toxicolaogical 2valuation will| be sent to vou by
the end of June.

If you have any questions, please fee! free to contact me at
LS4 297 =114

Sincerely,

7;”{’.4:@ / )?Z' :u@wtf

'
Harfa T. Malave,

Pre-Remedial Section

[
(]

Ben Mykijewycs, Chief

MAY 0 1990

Al >SDH
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\L UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION Il
841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
SUBJECT: Comments on the Shaffer Electric DATE: 10-16-92

i ezgfublic Health Assessment
FROM: E;géighen ) veIa?éSC"

Superfurn moval Branch

TO: Charles Walters -
ATSDR Regional Representative

I have conducted a review of the Initial Release
Public Health Assessment for Shaffer Electric Company,
Fayette County, West Virginia.

The only comment is that the conclusion of the he

Petitioned
Minden,

alth

assessment is based on June, 1990 data and it does not consider

the removal activities conducted from November, 1990
January, 1991. Additional sampling was conducted in N

to
ovember,

1991 and is available for consideration. The conclusi
- to be based on the concern of direct contact to anyone
trespassing on the site. The excavation conducted in
focused on the highly contaminated surface areas ident
Excavated areas were backfilled with clean fill from t

Clearly subsurface contamination remains on-site.
samplin e site was not conducted, however, all a
previously identified as having high le

—have been excavated and backfilled. This should be co
“any conclusion drawn by ATSDR.

on appears

1990 & 1991
ified.
he site.

Exhaustive

reas
mination
nsidered

If you have any questions or require additional information

please contact me at (215)597-7915.

S e L7 Py
/
/
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June 5, 1999

Dear Ted,

AS you know my staff, members of your pre-remedial
responge team, and the Cltizens to Sava Fayette County met and
toured the shaffer facility and the Surrounding community of
Minden, West Virginia, The purpose of the meeting and the

process,

'l am very pleased that EPA involved the community in shig
effort. However, I would like to be sure that the
theee mile sampling that was promised in April 1989 will be
pecformed. I am concerned about teports from my staff that
lead me to believe that future sanpling efforts may binge on
the rasults of the confimatory samples taken in May.

These samples taken in Maceh and then confirmed in May
vere only on the Shaffar site, not from a three nile radius,
I will not be satisfied that the conmltment nade to me ana thé.
regsidents of Minden in April of 1989 hags heen upheld (f
further sampling is not perforned,

The matter of the contamination ingide the building
continues to be & problem. wWill EPA be able to collect
gamples from inside the building?

Ted, this situation has to be regolved and I implore youy
to make every effort to do so, 1If my office can be of
assistance, please do not hegitate to call me or Xiena smith
of my staff,

ncerely,

Jdhn D, Rockefeller IV

Mr. Edwin Erickson

Regional Administrator AR
Envizonmental Protection Agency

841 Chesnut

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
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Rnited States Senate -
WASHINGTON, OC 20510-4802 w N;")
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July 17, 1990

Dear Ted,

I have received a letter from Larzy Rose of the Concerned
Citizens to Save Fayette County. In thisg letter Mr, Rose
raises a number of concerns regarding the three mile radius
Study that EPA committed to do in tesponse to my request in
4 April 1989,

« There seem %t0 be a variety of activities eccuring at the
Schaffer sita., To ensure that all parties have g3 thorough
understanding of the actiyjtes undertaken by EPA at Minden, it
would be helpful to haver a listing of completed tasks and
those that remain,

I an forwarding a copy of Mr, Roge's letter to you. My
staff has informed me that you are aware of the contants of
the letter .and have begun responding to the concerns that have
been raised,

r(,r. p-a)

Ted, the satisfactory resolution of the gsituation at C:
Minden {8 a top priority., If you need additional information
or assistance, please do not hesitate Lo contact me or Kiwena
Smith of my sta€f,

Si :‘1Y'

~n

Jo D. Rockefeller 1v

Me. Edwin Erickson
Regional Admini{gtrator
Environmental Protection Agency
Y 841 Chesnut
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

AR3000 ¢
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Honorable John D, Rockefeller, rv
United States Senate
WashingtogJ DC 20510

Dear Senator Rockefeller:

Thank you for calling me Yesterday to convey the anxiet

. ] , ¥ feolt
by residents or Minden concerning the Environmental Prot

ection
Agency's commitment to Procead with the Superfung cleanup of tne
Shaffer Fquipment sgite.

AS we discussed, the Environmental Protection Agency

late October or early November of thig year. I have concurrad in
the documentation to support-the funding for thisg cleanup, and have
evary reason to believe that it will pe approved at gpa
Headquarters in the very near futura, ' -

I learned Yesterday that a pedia report spaculated about the
potential impact of a substantial Sequastration of federal funds
on the Minden projact, While no one knows for sure how a
sequestration will affeect specific Superfund activities, EpA
intends o move forward with the cleanup as soon as we can. should

a sSaquestration require a dalay in the Cleanup, I will'immadiately
inform you ahout it: .

I hope that our telephone conversation and this lettar are
helpful té you. Your communication with tha citizens of Minden nas
been appreciated. :

Sincerely,

Edwin B. ifickson

Regional Administrator

AR300025
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Charles Walters &EﬁﬂswaJﬂgs-
HHS /ATSDR

USEPA Region III, HWMD (3HWO1)
841 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: ATSDR Petitioned Public Health Assessment
Shaffer Electric Site, Minden,
Fayette County, West Virginia

Dear Mr. Walters:

On June 1, 1993, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR) published its Petitioned Public Health
Assessment (Health Assessment) on the Shaffer Electric Site (the
"Site"), Minden, Fayette County, West Virginia. The ATSDR
concluded that the "Site poses a public health hazard because of
the on-site risk to human health resulting from possible exposure
to hazardous substances [PCBs] at concentrations that may result
in adverse health effects." ATSDR also reports that it is unable
to determine whether the Site poses any public health threat to
the general off-site population, citing the need for additional
PCB data. Thus the Health Assessment states that the Site is an
"indeterminate" hazard for the general off-site population.

In response, EPA has always acknowledged that residual PCB
contamination remains at the Site. However, EPA’s removal
action, by design, instituted a number of activities (e.q.
excavation, soil cover and fencing) to prevent any direct human
contact with, or exposure to, remaining on-site contaminants. A
6 foot chain link fence was installed across the access road,
just west of the existing building, from the Arbuckle Creek on
the north end to the hillside on the south end. The fence was
installed to restrict access to the Site. It was EPA’s prior
opinion that the fencing, in combination with the additional Site
actions, was sufficient to restrict access to the Site and
protect the public from exposure to hazardous substances and from
any potential adverse health effects. It remains EPA’s opinion
that the site does not present a health hazard to the off-site
population.

ATSDR’s Health Assessment expressed concerns over the Site
access issue due to the fact that the existing fence does not
completely surround the Site perimeter. In recognition of the
concerns expressed in the Health Assessment, EPA proposes to
further evaluate the site and the related site access issue.

To address site access concerns, EPA anticipates the need to



perform additional sampling in order to provide sufficient
information to determine if additional action is required.

EPA will not make any decision or initiate any action on the
Site access or sampling plan issues prior to consultation with
ATSDR or The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
(WV-DEP) . (In this regard, EPA has compiled all of the
analytical data in the Site file and organized the data in table
format. The data has been plotted on site maps, which have been
drawn to scale. All areas of excavation have been charted and
mapped, identifying pre and post analytical data. All of this
information is attached.) As part of this proposed course of
action, EPA will include in its review the sample data collected
by the concerned citizen group, which previously has been
submitted to the Agency. EPA will also consider any comments or
suggestions that state and local government agencies and/or
concerned citizens might wish to submit.

To ensure that all relevant concerns are addressed, EPA is
asking that ATSDR and all other interested parties review the
attached maps and charts and thereafter provide any facts, data
or other information that may aid EPA in its review. Please
submit your responses, by August 27, 1993, to:

Stephen D. Jarvela, 0SC
Superfund Removal Branch (3HW30)
EPA Region III

841 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19170

EPA will review the existing, as well as any newly
submitted, data and information and then prepare a draft sampling
plan. The sampling plan will identify the locations, depth, and
method(s) of any additional sampling that may be required. The
purpose of the sampling plan is to assure that the analytical
data obtained provides a complete and thorough examination of the
on-site health risk and site access issue. The draft sampling
plan will be distributed, for review and comment, to ATSDR, the
WV-DEP, potentially responsible parties, the Concerned Citizens
to Save Fayette County, Inc., and to State and local officials.
Comments to EPA’s proposed sampling plan will be addressed in the
context of a final sampling plan for implementation by the
appropriate party or agency, as necessary or appropriate.



EPA thanks ATSDR for its review and recommendations and

encourages continued interagency coordination in the assessment
of potential environmental and public health hazards.

Sincerely,
Stephen D. K
On-Scene Coerdinator
attachments
cc: w/attachments

Honorable Robert W. Byrd,
United States Senate

Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV
United States Senate

Honorable Nick J. Rahall II
House of Representatives

Pam Hayes, WV-DEP

Concerned Citizens to Save Fayette County, Inc.
Anna Shaffer

Berwind Corporation

The Johns Hopkins University

Joseph Schock, WV Dept. of Health, w/o attachments
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Charles Walters

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

c/o EPA Region III Hazardous Waste Management Div. (3HWO01)
841 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Mr Walters;

Thank you for your help and the support of Jeff Church, ATSDR,
Atlanta, GA in the Shaffer Site project review. As promised I am
sending you a copy of the Site Review Trip Report attachment 1 for
your information. Based on my initial review of the report I do
not think it will have any impact on the Petitioned Public Health
Assessment, however I am considering the possibility of an ATSDR
consultation based on the information in this report and the site
file, I would appreciate your thoughts on the idea.

I have also asked other interested parties to review the trip
report and identify any concerns or questions that they might have.
I want to schedule a meeting with all interested parties to discuss
in detail the conditions of this site. I am willing to discuss
each and every issue or concern raised in the past or may now be
raised about the Shaffer Site. Because of past confusion and
misinformation, every issue or concern discussed will be documented
and a written EPA response prepared and distributed.

The past file review and the recent site visits indicate a
need for further action. While it is premature to discuss the
scope of such action, everyone will be given an opportunity to
present and defend their preferred option at the meeting. I have
asked that, each interested party develop their own options
addressing the risks associated with the site that they have
identified. All options will be discussed, documented, and will be
incorporated in the 0SCs recommendation.

Again thank you and if you have any questions or require
additional information please call me at (215)597-7915.

erely, <:)hﬂ_ﬁh
phen D .
On-Scene dinator
attachment

cc Joseph P. Schock, Director (w/attachment) Wv-HHS [
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charles Walters duﬂ,i:u uﬂﬂ.
HHS/ATSDR

USEPA Region III, HWMD (3HWO1)
841 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: ATSDR Petitioned Public Health lssessment
Shaffer Electric Site, Minden,
Fayette County, West Virginia

Dear Mr. Walters:

on June 1, 1993, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR) published its Petitioned Public Health
Assessment (Health Assessment) on the Shaffer Electric Site (the
"site"), Minden, Fayette County, West Virginia. The ATSDR
concluded that the "Site poses a public health hazard because of
the on-site risk to human health resulting from possible exposure’
to hazardous substances [PCBs] at concentrations that may result
in adverse health effects." ATSDR also reports that it is unable
to determine whether the Site poses any public health threat to
the general off-site population, citing the need for additional
PCB data. Thus the Health Assessment states that the Site is an
"indeterminate" hazard for the general off-site population.

In response, EPA has always acknowledged that residual PCB
contamination remains at the Site. However, EPA’s removal
action, by design, instituted a number of activities (e.g.
excavation, soil cover and fencing) to prevent any direct human
contact with, or exposure to, remaining on-site contaminants. &
6 foot chain link fence was installed across the access road,
just west of the existing building, from the Arbuckle Creek on
the north end to the hillside on the south end. The fence was
installed to restrict access to the Site. It was EPA’s prior
opinion that the fencing, in combination with the additional Site
actions, was sufficient to restrict access to the Site and
protect the public from exposure to hazardous substances and from
any potential adverse health effects. It remains EPA’s opinion
that the site does not present a health hazard to the off-site
population.

ATSDR’s Health Assessment expressed concerns over the Site
access issue due to the fact that the existing fence does not
completely surround the Site perimeter. In recognition of the
concerns expressed in the Health Assessment, EPA proposes to
further evaluate the site and the related site access issue.

To address site access concerns, EPA anticipates the need.to



EPA thanks ATSDR for its review and recommendations and
encourages continued interagency coordination in the assessment
of potential environmental and public health hazards.

Sincerely,
Stephen D. vela,

On-Scene Cos
«.tachments
cc: w/attachments

Honcrable Robert W. Byrd,
United States Senate

Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV
United States Senate

Honorable Nick J. Rahall II
House of Representatives

Pam Hayes, WV-DEP

Concerned Citizens to Save Fayette County, Inc.
Anna Shaffer

Berwind Corporation

The Johns Hopkins University

Joseph Schock, WV Dept. of Health, w/o attachments
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Charles Walters

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

c/o EPA Region III Hazardous Waste Management Div. (3HWO01)
841 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Mr Walters;

Thank you for your help and the support of Jeff Church, ATSDR,
Atlanta, GA in the Shaffer Site project review. As promised I am
sending you a copy of the Site Review Trip Report attachment 1 for
your information. Based on my initial review of the report I do
not think it will have any impact on the Petitioned Public Health
Assessment, however I am considering the possibility of an ATSDR
consultation based on the information in this report and the site
file, I would appreciate your thoughts on the idea.

I have also asked other interested parties to review the trip
report and identify any concerns or questions that they might have.
I want to schedule a meeting with all interested parties to discuss
in detail the conditions of this site. I am willing to discuss
each and every issue or concern raised in the past or may now be
raised about the Shaffer Site. Because of past confusion and
misinformation, every issue or concern discussed will be documented
and a written EPA response prepared and distributed.

The past file review and the recent site visits indicate a
need for further action. While it is premature to discuss the
scope of such action, everyone will be given an opportunity to
present and defend their preferred option at the meeting. I have
asked that, each interested party develop their own options
addressing the risks associated with the site that they have
identified. All options will be discussed, documented, and will be
incorporated in the 0SCs recommendation.

Again thank you and if you have any questions or require
additional information please call me at (215)597-7915.

erely, <:)hﬂ_ﬁh
phen D .
On-Scene dinator
attachment

cc Joseph P. Schock, Director (w/attachment) Wv-HHS [




Q‘U‘:‘L 9”&; o4 W4-I0FTT DURVELLLANCE % DISEASE CONTROL Lol DO - W
' -
k]
ELM% UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
g o REGION Il
841 Chestnut Building

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-4431

ROBERT C.BYRD _ — [FB 161994
Nt

Honorable Robert C, Byrd
United States Senate i
Wwashington, D.C. 20510 rEg 2 21994

Dear Senator Byrd:
UNITED STATES SENATE

Knowing of your 1n+erest in the shaffer Electric Site in
Minden, West Virginia, I wanted to assure that you are up to date
on recent developments at this site,

As you may be aware, during October and November of 1993 a
Technical Assistance Team (TAT) implemented a site review
workplan., I am forwarding the site review trip report which has
been prepared by the TAT to you for your information.

The On-Scene Coordinator assigned te this site will be
reviewing this information and evaluating the threat or potential
threat to the public health or the environment posed by this
site. We have also asked other interested parties to review the
trip report and identify any concerns or questions that they
might have. We intend to schedule a meeting with all interested
partles to discuss in detail the conditions of this site. Every
issue or concern raised during this process will be documented
and a written EPA response prepared and distributed.

The past file review and the recent site visits indicate a
need for further action., While we have not yet determined the
scope of such action, all interested parties will have the
opportunity to'review and comment on any proposed actions, or to
present other options for consideration.

We are now working with the area citizens’ groups to
establish a date for a public meeting to discuss these issues.
We will continue to keep your office informed of our meeting
plans and any other developments at this site. If you have any
gquestions, please contact me or have your staff contact Ray
George at (304) 234-0234.

Sincerely,

il & S

Loe" b

'Séaﬁié L. Laskowski
Acting Regional Administrator

Enclosure



